ADDFESE TO TFE GRAILATES EBY
5 Iﬂﬂn Je G, Priﬂ-ﬂ
lotre Dame College June 9+th

Reverend Clergy,--Sisters,--Members of the Gradueting Cless,--Friends:

At the outset I wish +to express the very docp appreciation
that I feel at having been accorded the honor and privilege of participating
at the exercises which mark the Graduation of the First Class of Notre Dame
College. I have a proud interest in this day by reason of the fact that at
the birth of the College, I was active wWith the good Sisters, who have lasbored
s0 hard and whose hearts muat be filled with joy today at the sucosssful
culmination of their efforst up to this moment.

This cless is particularly to b2 congretulsted as the initinl
group of disciples that will go forth from NOTRE DAME carrying to the world
at large the ovidence of the labors of the good Sisters end thosc who have
cooperated with them in bringing the dream of years to a reality. I am sure
that therc are very fow, asido from perhaps the Rt. Rov. Bishop, and those
closely associated with him in the administration of affairs, thet really
know the struggles that hawve happened along the wny, until tedey!s success
has been made possible.

The members of this gradunting class are fertunste indeed, and
while today, sppearing as the guests of honor on this occasion, are really
the ones who will tske upon their shoulders the grest burdens ond responsi-
bilities which follow the bestownl of umususl opportunitics and privileges.

Day and night,--in scason asnd out of scason, you have labored
hord. Yeou have given the best that wos inyou—tofit—yeurselves for the
bestowal of the honors that are yours todey. This is not a mere happening,=--
it is something that is methediecnl ond something that is designeated for
the meccomplishment of grester things. We do everything that is done, by
canparison,--those of us vho are insignificant in the cares of thc home,--of
the workshop,--in the factory,- arc not expected to contribute os much as
those with atkributes that will enable them to do gréat things. Ve must
always give in-proportion to our ability, and unless we do this ve are not
performing our full responsibility,--we are not discharging our duty in
the mammer in which we should. )

If we loock bnel'y, perhaps not longer ihen a century end a half;
if we will study the history of this country elone,--study the steps that
have built it up, we will recognize that hard, stony paths were trod by our
forefatherss If we will go back to the time when the encroachments upon the
rights of the people at lsrge were most visible, wewill realize just =
little of the real stearn substantial charncter of the ones who led the
wey,--the ones who made the path that we are walking today,--the ones who
realized that if we do not stiffle the efforts of these bresking dwm
ordinary things, then we moy be able to realize just what may be expected
of us, WYe are living in a time when the very bost of hesrt and intellect
must be forth to the fullest extent. Ve rust realize that with every blessing
that comes to us there comes & corresponding responsibility.



Hone J. G Pricets Address: --

You vho '@re gradueting from this College todoy are ox: gcted to
do greater thinge then thosc vho have not been given the seme opportunity.
I dare say that nmost of you realize that your proseant joy ond honer today
has not come without smcrifices. You can think of a dear old mother
and fother, perhops who have seserificed many thihgs in order that you might
be given this opportunity to fit yourselves for the ccccmolishment of higher
things in life snd the only woy to express th» real wppreciation is the humen
effort on your part tc justify everything™eint hus™becn dne to bring thom
pbout.

Ve, ns eitizers of this governmene, hove n groat responsibility.
Wle sec the neeessity o throwing into our deily life the wvery best that is
possible. Every day should be an "open day". ¥ou should go out from this
College today eorrying the badge of NOTRE DAME,--anlways holding it high.
Make thosec on the cuteide know that the efforts of the good Sisters to
establish and build this college is not in vain,--those efforts are not
in wvain,--they have produccd results ond will coatimve to produce resulis,
and couse the repubtetion to spread throughouvt this country.

Ypu cre the ones who will hawve tc blmze the vmy, end in the
years to come, vhen the College has gromm to be o great University, it will
be a specicl pride on your part to look back to'this blessed dey of Juhe
Nineteen Hundred and Twenty-six, and reeall the froet that you were members
of the first Graduating Class. Beor in nind; in season and out of semson,
the gpood 8isters ore moking sacrifices, perhaps unequalled by any other class
of people in the world. They arc not thinking of themsclves,--they think
only of the good that they can accomplish for +the upbuilding of the city
of Cleveland, and the country at large, by insti ling into the hearts of
those comitted to their earc, the finest traits, endeavoring to do all
in their power in order that the name of NOTRE DAME CALLEGE mey be im-
pressed upon those going forth.

You will be judged in your deily life by the things you do.
Let it be said that no finer blessing could be passed on to 2 young women
than to have the opportunity to earn the name of being & Groduste of this
splendid College.

I want to congratulate you,--to oxpress the fact that no effort
that can be made by thco citizens at large to sustain,--to continue,- to
help to preserve and build NOTHE DAM® COLLEGE would be koo great. If you
could only realize just how strong these burdens are resting upon the
shoulders of these Sisters, wou would conacerate your lives to naking
others recognize in Notre Dame Colloge one of the ghteatest institutions
of its kind to be founf any where in this pert of the country. 1 predict
for it a wonderful growth.

Let us all join hands in the effort to help in order that
before toc much time has passed by we may join in the grest glorificetion
in the fact that the dreams,--the hopes,--the aspirations of the splendid
Sisters may be fully realized, and that the State of Chic and the country
at large may be all the better by reason of the fnct thnt there was the per-
sistence, determination, and sacrificc on the part of the good Bisters to
build this wonderful University. I feel I ovwe a debt of gratitude for having
been permitted to say these few words in the presence of this distinguished
company, and I wish for you graduates, the greetest moasure of success, as
I know you will put forth every offort to attein, having been trained in
this COLLEGE OF NOTEE DAME.



